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April 15, 1942 


FICTION 


YUST BOOKS 


dune——+— 
Bridge, Ann FRONTIER PASSAGE Little, Brown 


a Miss Bridge returns to the general public - and hers — after several years. 
(Her last, Four-Part Setting, a too conversational satire, was limited.) This new 
novel has many virtues, all of them attractive - picturesque montage, an appealing 
cast, substantial-and often exciting -action, and her usual quality writing, The 
scenes shift from the Riviera to Spain during the Spanish Civil war. Involved are 
James Milcolm, an English correspondent, Rosemary, eighteen, observant, saucy, and 
courageous, and a family of Spanish aristocrats - who despite their Fascistic tenden- 
cies have sufficient charm to redeem them. Milcolm, liberal by conviction, takes on 
the cause of the Condesa de Verdura first out of pity (her child is killed by the 
Reds, her husband jailed, and her brother missing) then out of love. He brings her to 
the Riviera hotel where Rosemary is summering, and Rosemary, alert and friendly, soon 
becomes friends with the Duquesa and brings sympathetic support to her love for Mil- 
colm which she shares. Drama in Milcolm's attempts to locate the Duquesa's brother, 

a member of the underground, in Rosemary's discovery of the underground route, in 
Milcolm's experiences in the Spanish jails, in his renunciation of the Duquesa, and 
finally in his search - with Rosemary ~— for the missing brother which ends at a grave 
on the border. Nicely finished romance and adventure, which should make it a sure 
summer seller. $2.50 


Likely Leaders 


Dyson Carter's NIGHT OF FLAME (Reynal & Hitchcock), an unusual novel of a city hospi- 
tal: Oliver La Farge's THE COPPER POT (Houghton Mifflin), a colorful story of New 
Orleans: two higher rating women's books - F. Ruth Howard's VIEW FROM A WINDOW (Mor- 
row) and Katherine Brush' THE BOY FROM MAINE (Farrar & Rinehart). In the mysteries, 
a new Erle Stanley Gardner -— THE CASE OF THE DROWNING DUCK (Morrow). 


May 1 
Stringer, Arthur INTRUDERS IN EDEN Bobbs~Merrill 


Bitter man and broken woman fighting back to life and love through toil on 
the land and a united front against the public. Judd, returning from war fronts, and 
finding that his wife has two-timed him, buys land in Canada and finds another sick re- 
fugee, a war nurse - Joyce - on his property. He gives her shelter - they fall in 
love -— and she helps him, shoulder to shoulder, on the farm. Local gossip rages and 
produces some friction between them which is intensified by Judd's secret hoard of 
money illegally acquired. A divorce from his first wife and his confession about the 
money cleans the slate for Judd. A mite different from the usual Stringer adventure- 
romance yarns in rehabilitation through mental rather than physical conflict. $2.50 
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May 12 


& Wheatley, Dennis THE BLACK BARONESS Macmillan 








A sequel to The Scarlet Imposter (published in January) and continuing the 
adventures of Gregory Sallust, intelligence officer, on private business assigned by 
his chief which continually plunges him into dangers from which his keen intelligence 
and quick wits just save him. Once again Erica, his lovely anti-Nazi German, supplies 
the romance. This time the mysterious Black Baroness, organizer of Hitler's secret 
weapon (beautiful girls, sent to each country before the blitz, to waylay officials) 
is Sallust's quarry. And the Black Baroness, repenting (grave question) too late, 
crashes to her death with Reynaud, shortly after he has resigned his post in falling 
France. Grand adventure with contemporary interest and all stops pulled - but marred 
by over-detailed attention to the pattern of history and philosophical bypaths, and 
by some very clumsy writing. $2.50 


May 15 
Carter, Dyson NIGHT OF FLAME Reynal & Hitchcock 


Exceedingly well done, the inner life of a great city hospital, but too 
realistic and too harrowing in its physical, emotional and psychological details to 
be classed as simply another good doctor's story. Don't sell it to the conservatives. 
It's exceedingly Freudian in both implication and application. But, for those who 
can take it, this is the story of Dr. Gerard Stevens who was himself wholly in his 
surgical work in the overcrowded "East Five" and who, outside of his work, was more 
than a Don Juan and something of a fascinating rotter. Cross-sectioning his story are 
many intersecting currents, the story of the night supervisor who found love too late, 
of the young nurse who came to love through simulated passion, of the other nurse who 
wrecked her life because of an old love, and others. The story builds up to an extra-— 


ordinary climax in a fire which guts the whole "East Five". $2.50 
y 20 ST MAR Zee 
; V/ 
Benson, Sally MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS Random House 


From The New Yorker these episodes of family life in St. Louis, from June, 
1903 to May, 1904, which provide an ingratiating distillation of home life of the 
period. The Smiths, Tootie, Agnes, Esther, Rose, Lon, their parents, Grandpa Prophat-— 
er, and Katie the maid, and the goings on at 5135 Kensington Avenue combine to form a 
cabinet photograph of the clothes, furnishings, speech, ideas, family solidarity, of 
the time and the place. There are Rose's beau problems, Esther's growing up, Agnes’ 
connivance with Tootie's pranks, Lon's departure for and return from Princeton, Grand- 
pa Prophater's participating in all family customs, the possibility - an unhappy one - 
of a move to New York, parties, neighbors, the World's Fair, etc. Genial nostalgia. 


$2.50 
Announcing for May 26 
Hudson, Alec OMNIBUS OF ¥ tie Macmillan 
Including Battle Stations, Enemy Sighted, Rendezvous, and a new story - 
Night Action. $2.50 
June pw Al 
Aydelotte, Dora MEASURE OF A MAN Appleton-Century 


Comfortable, homespun family story of Illinois in the *'90's, with John 
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Patten, presumably head of the family, but with Mary, his wife, definitely the unseen 
stage hand. Episodes of all kinds, from the fight over the school teacher's keeping 
company which causes a town ruckus, to John's store and his cronies, and the household 
kingdom where Mary is so far reaching in her influence. Their three girls, Junia, 
Hallie and Kit, and the problems they present in growing up; Junia with her beaux, and 
eventual marriage to the right man; Hallie who wants to be independent, and Kit's 
emergence from childhood. And at the close ~ John's bid for the Mayoralty. Good 


family book for conservative tastes. $2.00 
June rai Wie 

La Farge, Oliver THE COPPER POT Houghton, Mifflin 

. New Orleans - the French Quarter, today, here you have the setting for a 


story of Bohemian life, New Orleans style, with more than a touch of the tales of the 
Left Bank in days gone by. A new metier for Oliver La Farge, characterized by his 
meticulous sense of color and flavor, and with a better paced story than one expects 
from him. Tom was a Yankee and emotionally and artistically not yet grown up. Emo- 
tionally, he feared inexperience with women would stamp him; artistically, he was 
trying to see his work as others would see it, trying too hard, and failing to be him- 
self. This is the story of his maturing. He had to lose an allowance from home, and 
find that commercial art was the paycheck to painting what he wanted. He had to find 
that a will o'the wisp affair and a secure ticket to painting as he wanted to paint 
were insufficient. A good yarn, well told, with enough of incident - character - and. 
atmosphere. $2.50 
ay 


oune- J . o (- ° sa coe ¢ es f e {2 of CEAT 
Abbott, Jane POSSESS MY HOUSE Lippincott 


Right off the bible belt is this story of self-righteous, prudent preacher 
John, and Darragh, his young, non-conformist wife. Off in a backwoods parish, Darragh 
provokes some tongue-wagging by her ohampionship of Gladdie, town bad girl, and Leaf, 
a lothario. More trouble comes when Hester, John's old girl, comes to visit and make 
Darragh wonder. A scandal at the close, and John stands by Darragh, realizing how his 
caution and inhibitions have made him a bad preacher and a bad husband — and he re- 


forms. Moral market. $2.00 
uM 
June 10 
Howard, F. Ruta VIEW FROM A WINDOW Morrow 
* This is nice, perhaps not quite as fresh as Green Entry, but still perfect 


pop, an engaging, liberal love story and some exciting horse material. There is Jan- 
et, getting over a triple knocxout, a divorce, the loss of her concert career through 
an injury to her hand, and the death of her brother in the R.A.F. She takes his 


horse, McTavish, to California to train him for the Ventana Gran Nacional steeplechase, 


partly as an escape, partly to carry out his wishes. There she meets Richard, ex- 
writer, ex-professor, with a sometimes sardonic outlook, avoiding the world and con- 
centrating all he's got on a black stallion. They fall in love, live together, train 
their horses together, but Pearl Harbor brings a break-up when Janet gets annoyed by 
his detachment from the current crisis. She runs away, he scratches his own horse to 
race hers himself, an accident in which the horse is killed;- all this to bring them 


together. Easy, likable reading - which should do well. $2.50 
June 16 
Bledsoe, Warren FIDDLE LONGSPAY Little Brown 


Much ado about very little, but effervescent entertainment —~ which - if 
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never very funny, is usually pleasant. It concerns the Longspays, a Maryland first 
family of unimpeachable prestige, and Fiddle, its youngest scion, who doesn't ride, 
doesn't work, and is the unwitting source of much trouble when he is glimpsed in his 
trunks at his aunt's garden party. Seen with him, but unidentified, is his new love, 
the minister's sister. Tempest swells from the teacups in short order, his aunt, and 
other relatives, attempt to tag the girl - and blackball her; the aunt, in pique, 
spikes Fiddle's offer of a job; the new minister, a prude and a reformer, tries to 
break up Fiddle's courtship of his sister; but Fiddle, casual, cavalier, sees his 


romance to a successful finish just the same. Too slim for its size, but summer's ease. 
$2.50 


June 19 
Bassett, Sara Ware SEA MAGIC Doubleday, Doran 


Cape Cod and calm waters for the triangle of Melissa, Giles and Audrey, 
with spinster Melissa aiding and abetting the growing love between Giles and his un- 
expected secretary. Two other gents on Audrey's trail complicate things, as does the 
too lively interest of Melissa's lifelong neighbors in Belleport - but better nature 
betters nature for a happy end. Mild. $2.00 


Greig, Maysie DIPLOMATIC HONEYMOON Doubleday, Doran 


Maysie, with the war zones well in hand, (England, Egypt, Sicily, Lisbon) 
does it again in this story of Alys, tossed overboard by her old fiance to find the 
process repeated literally on her return to England - when she is shipwrecked. Ac- 
companied by an American, Bruce, they are washed up on Sicily -— and Bruce passes her 
off as his wife to avoid passport troubles. The old fiance turns up there, so does 
his new girl, but eventually they all escape and Alys makes her mock marriage real. 
Strictly from hunger. $2.00 


Brush, Katharine THE BOY FROM MAINE Farrar & Rinehart 


He started as Hobey Higgins, Maine islander, whose sole contact with the 
outside world was through the summer people, particularly Rosalie, with whom he fell 
in love at the age of 10. He became Hobey Hadley, protege of the adored nightclub 
director, Ruby, who had a household like Sanger's Circus. And finally he became a 
radio bigshot, still in love with Rosalie whose checkered matrimonial career inter- 
laces his story. An upper cut rental library item, with the fat and the lean of the 
"20's and the '30's sandwiched in between the two wars. Katharine Brush has facility 
and a gift for glamour ~ but this is not up to her best. $2.50 


LITERATE OBLITERATION 


April 13 


Abbey, Kieran AND LET THE COFFIN PASS Scribner 


Vermont and Canadian border setting for Katherine's inheritance of a 
mental asylum and the succeeding excitements of murder and obvious attempts to in- 
fluence Katherine about the question of selling the sanitarium, force her into a 
lady-alone investigatinn, trusting no one. A supposed accident puts her on the right 
trail, a subversive ring is broken up, and her romance straightens out. Not as good 
as Run With The Hare, but superior female fare. $2.00 
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April 24 
Chambers, Dana THE FRIGHTENED MAN Dial 


Gruesome twosome as Jim Steele finds, and dumps, the body of a bodyguard 
| to a good - and frightened - friend, Larry Maxwell, and next finds that Larry's father 
has been hung. The facts that Larry is in love with his brother's wife, that his 
brother was attempting to have him cut out of his father's will, that he has: been 
spirited away to a mental home - along with two decorative nurses, give Steele as much 
as he can handle. Good decor, good and very fast action, and less flash than previous 
tales. $2.00 





May 1 
Mannon, M. M. HERE LIES BLOOD Bobbs—Merr4l]l 


California killing as Elspeth, staying with her aunt and recently engaged 
to her handsome cousin, finds this prospect removed by murder. Points of puzzlement 
include a sullen cook, a crippled brother, a vindictive housepainter, and a general 
antagonism to Elspeth's engagement. The local sheriff quietly works his way to a 


solution based on the theory that handsome is as handsome does. Worthy. $2.00 
May 7 
Hendryx, James B. GOLD AND GUNS ON HALFADAY CREEK Carlton House 
6 . Another group of topnotch short stories of Halfaday Creek, featuring Black 


John, Cush, and Corporal Downey. They are regular parvalue, and will be welcomed by 
Hendryx followers. Adventure - the outlaw floating population -— humor - and highly 
, individual justice - 0. K. by us. $2.00 


May 19 wv, 
Field, Medora BLOOD ON HER SHOE Macmillan 
Ghosts and local legends make atmosphere for feminine interference in 


deadings, as Ann finds her relatives and friends implicated in sudden deaths. Twins 
further complicate matters, Ann almost pays dearly for her snooping, but local law 


sleuths the corpser and the motives. Fair. $2.00 
May 27 

Gardner, Erle Stanley THE CASE OF THE DROWNING DUCK Morrow 

* Perry Mason, Della Street, Paul Drake continue their way in breaking down 


cases and breaking up clients. Hired to find the true past of the man about to 
marry a wealthy man's daughter, they are confronted by an old murder and two new ones, 
chemistry that will enable a duck to drown, intertwined pasts, old scandals and cur- 

rent runarounds. Mason does his tableturning act and satisfies his desire for jus- 
tice. Good. $2.00 















June i1 





Offord, Lenore Glen CLUES TO BURN Duell, Sloan & Pearce 






Coco and Bill Hastings (of earlier opus - Murder On Russian Hill) unsuc- 
cessfully try to avoid meddling in murder while visiting a friend on a California 
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island. Five senile uninvited guests, one whose identity is unknown to all, prove 
responsible for much discomfort and murder when the anonymous visitor is killed. A 
scandal in the past, a sparring young couple in the present, an embarassment of 
clues, and miscellaneous lethal attempts give the Hastings a far from restful holi- 
day. Slow starter, but gains momentum with Coco hot on the finish. All right. $2.00 


June 16 
Tolman, Hildegarde HERO BY PROXY Little, Brown 
° Plenty of action, mystery, adventure, unorthodox romance, agents provoca- 


teurs, and feel and color of Central America and its sentiments, all give this poten- 
tialities beyond the straight adventure market. Halfstuffed shirt, Phineas, a career 
boy in cement, is forced to take his world-correspondent brother's place in collect- 
ing information on the Nazi infiltration of a Central American country. The brother 
is wounded and shipped out of the country, and Phineas, left with little information 
as to friends and enemies, finds he is accused of the murder of the Minister of War, 
is almost killed by a determined murderer, and conks the guy who rescues him only 

to learn his samaritan is the Chief of Police. He gets his hands on the documents, 
joins up with Tony, disguised as a boy and daughter of the President, finds a corpse 
in his rooms, etc. etc. and eventually pulls through all this and successfully. As 


in the case of John August, has a double market - and it's good for both. $2.00 
June 19 
Bailey, H. C. MEET MR. FORTUNE Doubleday, Doran 


Long time favorite, Fortune, omnibused with one full length novel - The 
Bishop's Crime (1941) and some short stories: The Broken Toad: The Yellow Slugs: 
The Hole In The Parchment: The Gipsy Moth: The Greek Play: The Little Finger: The 
Holy Well: The Yellow Cloth: The Point of the Knife: The Yellow Diamonds: The Brown 
Paper. Good cream-skimming of recent years' output from the intuitive, highly 
stylistic and mannered detective whose solutions of well-conceived puzzles have kept 


him well in the vanguard of storybook sleuths. For strong partisans particularly. 
$2.00 


Charteris, Leslie THE SAINT GOES WEST Doubleday, Doran 


Three of the debonair Saint's escapades in Arizona, Palm Springs and 
Hollywood, in which he distributes his own brand of justice and Robinhoodery. A 
Nazi plot for adventure, a sleuthing job for a playboy (very thin and pictured in 
Life magazine), and moompix murder...Not the best of this series. $2.00 


Hale, Christopher EXIT SCREAMING Doubleday, Doran 


The mysterious house next door to Jill - in a small midwestern town - is 
laid open to inquiry when the woman who rented it is found murdered - with her chauf- 
feur and mother among those missing. Suspicion centers on Gene — newly arrived in 
the community - and doubly suspect because of his unknown means of livelihood — but 
Jill takes Gene on faith and the two try to solve the murder on their own. A 
cripple, his half-crecked sister, a gunmen's retreat and hospital, confuse the 
issues which Lieutennant French, Gene and Jill notwithstanding, clears up in his 
mild, but implacable, way. Satisfactory. $2.00 
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Of Special Note 


Very few books, most of them very late, to wind up the spring lists. Of these, Beryl 
Markham's I SPEAK OF AFRICA (Houghton Mifflin) is good reading in feminine achteve- 
ments: Loutse Dickinson Richs' WE TOOK TO THE WOODS (Lippincott) is a spirited ac- 
count of present proneering: from the published material, two revealing books about 
the occupted countries, Roger Straus’ THE SIXTH COLUMN (Alliance) and Curt Riess’ 
UNDERGROUND EUROPE (Dial); and one good background book on Japan, Joseph Newmann's 
GOODBYE JAPAN (L. B. Fischer). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


May Ye Z| 





Mencken, August — Ed. BY THE NECK Hastings House 


Accounts by witnesses, from contemporary sources in newspapers, magazines, 
books and pamphlets, dealing with hangings from 1733 to 1936 in England, Scotland, 
Canada and the United States. With a brief review of each crime for which capital 
punishment was administered, these reports present data on individual and mass hang- 
ings, on the prisoner's attitude and behavior, the hangmen, officials, witnesses, and 
reflect the change in attitudes toward these events. From the death of Gooch, first 
to be executed under the Lindbergh Law in 1926, back to the famous Burke, the sub- 
jects range from a Harvard professor to a pirate, from John Brown to Gerald Chapman, 
the murderer of Garfield, the Haymarket anarchists, the Molly McGuires, etc. Inter- 


esting for real crimes and their rewards, for patterns controlling the conduct of ,: 
human beings and demanding necessary obliteration. $2.50 

May 1 
Nash, Ethel Miller WITH THIS RING Association Press 


Practical, middleground survey of the problems, the responsibilities, the 
conflicts of marriage and parenthood which in short space covers a lot of ground. 
Matrimony from all sides, love, sex, money, maturity; parenthood, and the quandaries 
in training and handling the young child, the adolescent. Finally, the value of 
religion in family life. Sound if not original. For parents, advisers, etc. $1.50 
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Lanks, Herbert C. BY PAN AMERICAN HIGHWAY THROUGH SOUTH AMERICA Appleton-Century 





Experienced automobile travelers do the long trek through South America, 
via the completed - and proposed - Pan American Highway, from Venezuela to Colombia 
to the Panama border, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Chile, Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil. A 
full report is given on costs, exchanges, equipment, on roads, routes, mechanical 
mishaps and servicing, on hotels, taverns,camping out, emergencies, etc. There is 
no lack of notice for views, scenic and historic points, temperatures, detours, floods, 
towns and capitals, tropics and mountains, natives and officials, language, courtesy, 
touring laws and customs. An angle of South American good fellowship to be cemented 
by automobile touring, that should be a good guide for future travelers, recounting 
as it does the fat as well as the lean moments, the dream of the great highway as 


well as its present reality. Illustrated. $5.00 
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May 8 
Rieseberg, Harry E. I DIVE FOR TREASURE McBr ide 


Underwater excitement as a man records his fifteen odd years spent in 
search of treasure salvage. Deep water diving, first in an ordinary diver's suit, 
then in a robot, Rieseberg engineered various expeditions in all parts of the world. 
Prime lure was the wreck of the Plata Flota, nineteen Spanish galleons with im- 
measurable gold, which eluded him three times. Dangers and failures as he came up 
against giant octopus, sharks, Cuban artillery; partial success at odd intervals 
as he made a catch of fifteen or twenty thousand. Straight personal adventure in 
a fabulous field, fairly well told. $2.75 


May 18 
Arciniegas, German THE KNIGHT OF EL DORADO Viking 


The first book by a well known Colombian writer to be translated, and a 
book which may secure some market as a literary curiosity. This is a strange bio- 
¢raphy of a virtually unknown Spanish advocate who turned explorer-adventurer in the 
days of Cortez and Pizarro. His name was Don Gonzalo Jimenez de Quesada.: Before 
he gained his desire to go to South America, he had fallen into disrepute and been 
exiled from the court of Spain to the France of Francois I. Eight years later he 
returned to Spain, and went off to seek riches for his sovereigns. There's an almost 
incredible account of the progress into what is now Colombia, of the conflict, suf- 
fering, disaster, death. But ultimately it was Quesada who found the emeralds and 
added Chibcha Empon to the empire of Charles V. His notes on governing New Granada 
survived (part of them influenced Cervantes in writing Don Quixote). Good material - 
dull reading. I doubt whether the tempo and pace of the Latin American writers can 


be translated to catch the American market. $3.00 
May 22 
Fisher, M. K. HOW TO COOK A WOLF Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


More gay, unusual, and infectious culinary counsel from an expert who 
reserves her right to originality and haute cuisine but brings it down to a suf- 
ficiently economic level to fox the wolf. Counteracting the idea of balanced meals 
with the idea of balancing the day, and thereby obviating monotony, she goes on to 
show how all kinds of different, savory, healthful dishes can be done —- at a minimum. 
Soups, fish, eggs, breads, beef, birds, starches, vegetables, and added wartime helps 
on making soaps and substitutes, on blackout shelves, on feeding your animals, etc. 
And = she has a very nice way with the language. $2.50 
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Markham, Beryl Houghton, Mifflin 
. Biography that is refreshing, colorful and unexpected. The author's solo 
flight from England to America climaxes and ends the book, filling out the pattern 
that her life in Africa commenced. There is excellent and exciting detail of her 
childhood, as daughter of an Englishman who farmed, and raised horses, with African 
friends and servants, English neighbors, dogs, wild animals and horses the major 
part of her life. Her decision to train race horses and then - flying. Using her 
plane for transport, for hunting elephants, led to adventure and friends. Finally - 
the chance to fly the Atlantic. Awareness of her individual response to the country, 
keen perception of, and emotion for the things she loves, lift this above the usual 
(see-what-I-did" school. Nice going. $3.00 
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JSaneS— ar ptet 2 !! 
Rich, Louise Dickinson WE TOOK TO THE WOODS Lippincott 


* More relaxed, more humorous, this is material parallel to Wilderness Wife 
in the story of the hard way of life in the Maine woods which - in contrast to the 
former book - presents a tried and true continuous life rather than a temporary ad- 
venture. Full of incident, interesting in itself and in the telling, this is con- 
tagious and spirited reporting. Between two of the Rangeley lakes, over on the 
Northwest border of the state, the author, her husband, her step-daughter and son, 
live the year round with their means of livelihood mostly transporting from lake to 
lake, guiding, knitting, boarding, cooking, etc. - the nearest A & P 40 miles away, 
neighbors not very much nearer. Grand reading of married life, children, summer 
visitors, hunters, game and fire wardens, lumbermen and logging, food and supplies, 
ice cutting, mail order buying, fishing, dogs, boats, cars, wild life, local excite- 
ments. Learning how to live in the wilderness, and what music, reading, radio, news- 
papers mean; the visit of her husband's first wife and what it brought in its train; 
visits to the outside and how they contrast with the worth and contentment of the 


life. Illustrated. (Some S.E.P. appearance for the author.) | $2.75 
June 19 
Steincrohn, Peter J., M. D. YOU DON'T HAVE TO EXERCISE Doubleday, Doran 


The subtitle, "Rest Begins At Forty", is a better catch title. The actual 
title is more definitive, more challenging to the accepted tenets of our national 
faith in the god of exercise. Dr. Steincrohn's aim is to prove beyond doubt that 
overexertion is unnecessary for happiness and health, and that for those over 40 it 
is detrimental, a gamble at high stakes. He debunks most popular diets - bases 
weight reduction on calories alone; he studies the physiology of muscle and nerve 
behaviour to prove the fatality of excess exercise; he contends that relaxation is 
of more value when one is not over-fatigued; he parallels the pattern of woman and 
her work, man and his, and the causes of fatigue, need for rest. Lots of good com- 
monsense, but not a popular thesis. $1.50 


Belated April Showers 


Straus, Roger W., Jr.- Ed. THE SIXTH COLUMN Alliance 


The second book (Robert Carse' The Unconquered, page 164, April ist bul- 
letin, a semi-fictional story of resistance in the occupied countries, was the 
first) about Europe's underground, this time presented through personal accounts of 
some leading exiles who include Jan Masaryk, Antonia Paderewski, Genevieve Tabouis, 
as each writes of his or her country. It's equally good reading as Curt Riess' 
Underground Europe, reviewed on the next page. It can be differentiated in that it 
is a more general, a better picture of the country overground as well as underground, 
tenor, morale, standard of living. It is not as dramatic perhaps - there is less 
incident per incident reporting. Czechoslovakia, Poland, Denmark, Norway, Holland, 
Belgium, Luxembourg, France, Yugoslavia, Greece -— from the guerilla mountain Chetniks 
of the Balkans to the practical-joking children of the Netherlands. A high level of 
reporting, of writing, is maintained. (Pub.) $2.50 


Timperley, H. J. JAPAN: A WORLD PROBLEM John Day 


An Australian journalist who has spent twenty years in the Far East pre- 
sents as his thesis that neither Commodore Perry nor Nazi Germany launched Japan on 
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her career of expansion. He traces back 300 or more years to a Japan justifying 
conquest. But - more important to our understanding of the Japanese peril in the 
large is his careful analysis of her megalomania, of her long-growing, deep-rooted 
form of totalitarianism. He shows us a whole people regimented for centuries, accept- 
ing their destiny as super race, using methods comparable to those of Nazi Germany. 

In conclusion, he stresses that we must find a way after the Axis is defeated to 
change the psychology of Japan from a state policy of power to a policy of human 
welfare. The military oligarchy must be broken. Solid reading, but rewarding. (Pub.) 


$1.75 
Riess, Curt UNDERGROUND EUROPE Dial 
* Curt Riess' first book, Total Espionage, best sold. This, in the same 


general field, is equally good reading, based on reports from the governments in 
exile, from the underground radios, etc. It's dramatic and heartening as, in spite 
of acute hunger, oppression, mass murder, one reads of the stubborn defiance of the 
so-called conquered peoples. Czechoslovakia and sabotage; Belgium and its "Libre 
Belgique,” the world war underground newspaper which has been revived; France and 

its assassinations; Norway -— where no German can get past the silent contempt of the 
people; Poland, most tortured, most vindictive; Rumania, Yugoslavia, Greece, Austria, 
all participating in the small sporadic acts of resistance, refusal and mockery. 
Good, based on telling, authentic material. (Pub.) $3.00 


Newman, Joseph GOODBYE JAPAN L. B. Fischer 


The New York Herald Tribune's Tokyo correspondent contributes a back- 
érouna book on Japan which should stand with Hugh Byas' Japanese Enemy, which it 
agrees with and amplifies. Perhaps not an Abend, Fleischer, or Hindus in sales 
potentialities, but a well informed and highly informing job. How Japan did not im- 
port her dictatorship but has witnessed its growth for three centuries under the 
shadow of an emperor in name only, fostered by the militarists and the merchants. 
The Japanese Bible, released several months ago, announcing her empire aims; puppets 
and propagandists in neighboring kingdoms; its worldwide radio, its handling of the 
press; its strengthening of imperialism as blundering Konoye bowed out to Tojo; the 
new - and lower standard of living; the domestic provisos of multiplication and 
marriage; shinto. Popular in handling, and readable. (Pub.) $2.50 


Brinnin, John Malcolm THE GARDEN IS POLITICAL Macmillan 


A young poet, with three Avery Hopwood Awards and two poetry prizes be- 
hind him, contributes a first collection which substantiates his record. Poetry 
of both substance and character in the manner of his generation, strong and econom- 
ical in expression, liberal and compassionate in point of view. Poems to the 
refugees, the dead in Spain, to lost cities, ete; poems of love and places loved. 
(Pub. ) $1.75 


Soule, George THE STRENGTH OF NATIONS Macmillan 


A surgical operation on the social sciences, showing how they have failed 
to solve many of the concrete problems we face today, war, depression, unemployment, 
the labor-capital conflict, etc. He comparesthe theories of the social sciences with 
those of the so-called natural sciences. He shows how we must revalue many of the 
facts accumulated through science to make a constructive solution to our tangible 
difficulties. He maintains that man must be considered as a complete organism, 
rather than as purely economic, political or historic. For students, analysts - 
wholly. Difficult - often confusing - in the presentation. (Pub.) $2.50 
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Taft, Horace D. MEMORIES AND OPINIONS Macmillan 


The founder and headmaster, now retired, of Taft School in Watertown, Conn., 
reviews his life and makes a dryly humorous, mellowly patina-ed job of it. The em- 
phasis throughout is on education, politics, reform, his individual beliefs and phil- 
osophies. But the memories and opinions are well interlarded with excellent anecdotes 
and well told stories. There are recollections of masters, parents, boys clubs, the 
study of the classics and its rewards, religion, scholarships, athletics, old boys. 
There is much about his Presidential brother, prohibition, local and national politics, 
Theodore Roosevelt. Conservative and progressive education, the character of modern 
schools, and his own convictions and conclusions that read well. Pleasant educational, 
local, and old grad appeal book. (4/28) $3.00 





Breger, David PRIVATE BREGER Rand McNally 





From S. E. P. weekly cartoons to book form for these humorous drawings of 
Army life as Private Breger sketches the embarassing situations that visiting family, 
expressions of individuality, oversight, forgetfulness, unwanted helpfulness, ingenuity, 
etc., bring about. There is trouble with brasshats as well as fellow soldiers, there's 
police-up, marches, sentry duty, mess, furlough, mail, drill, inspection, and so 
forth - all sides of camp life with Private Breger butt of every incident. 0. K. fun. 
(Pub. ) $1.00 


Sagendorph, Kent THUNDER ALOFT Reilly & Lee 


Pilot, aerial photographer and writer, tactician, Sagendorph writes about 
the war as it is being fought and will be fought - and not just of air power, title to 
the contrary. He skids around, but writes energetically just the same to give war 
production and efforts a shot in the arm. Of our men and machines, types of planes, 
guns, (with the U. Ss. far ahead in quality but so behind in quantity that we can only 
fight a defensive war at present); bottlenecks in production, shortsightedness, ob- 
solescence, the dangerous procurement policy, and the conclusion that we're "too late 
with too little". Not unimportant, but just not grade-making material. (Pub.) $2.50 


Thompson, Commander T. B. TAKE HER DOWN Sheridan House 


First published in 1937, the story of the life and experiences of a sub- 
marine crew in the World War is pertinent reading today. From ordinary living in 
undersea boats to the dangers and excitements, this is an informal and a good picture 
of a submarine in action. (4/22) $2.50 


Perry, Ralph Barton PLEA FOR AN AGE MOVEMENT Vanguard 


A slim reissue in book form of a talk given at Princeton and Harvard 45th 
reunions, a pleafor a cult of age to balance off the present cult of youth. This 
well-loved philosopher traces the fall of age from its peak of eminence, shows how the 
father, the teacher, the soldier has lost his former standing. He points out that age 
is blamed whatever the outcome, so why not once again enjoy the rank, the prerogatives, 
the esteem, the authority. He urges old age to choose its own ground, where weaknesses 
won't be exposed, to make a virtue of necessities, to consider each anniversary the 
opening of a new chapter, to take pride in age and not attempt to ape youth. In 
closing, he pledges allegiance to our creed of freedom which bids us go forward. An 
item for plus sale. (4/25) $.50 


Announcing Plays in Pook Form 


Saroyan, William RAZZLE-DAZZLE (Harcourt Brace) $3.50 
Raphaelson, Samson JASON (Random House) $2.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Dodd, Mead 
Teale, Edwin Way- BYWAYS TO ADVENTURE- Price from $3.00to $2.75 
Harper 
Bolles, Joshua K.~ THE PEOPLE'S BUSINESS- Price from $2.50 to $2.00 
Houghton Mifflin 
Henderson, K.A.- HANDBOOK OF AMERICAN MOUNTAINEERING- from 4/21 to 5/5 
Lania, Leo- TODAY WE ARE BROTHERS- Definite date 5/5 
Platt, June- JUNE PLATT'S DESSERT COOKBOOK- from 4/21 to 5/5 
Howell Soskin 
Odlum, Jerome- NIGHT AND NO MOON- from 4/15 to 4/20 
Lippincott 
Crane, Frances- THE GOLDEN BOX- from 5/6 to 5/13 
Floherty, J. J. - SENTRIES OF THE SEA (J)- from 4/22 to 5/20 
Wells, Carolyn- MURDER WILL IN- from 5/20 to 6/3 
Putnam 
Lescaze, William- ON BEING AN ARCHITECT- from 4/17 to 4/24 
Random House 
Faulkner, William- GO DOWN MOSES- from 4/14 to 5/11 


Erratum: Please note that Peter Field's FIGHT FOR POWDER VALLEY will be pub- 
lished by Morrow, and not by Harper as listed on page 
THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - MAY 1ST TO 15TH 


May 1~ Gervasi, Frank- WAR HAS SEVEN FACES (Doubleday, Doran) 
Tolstoy, Leo— WAR AND PEACE (Simon & Schuster) 


May 4- Holding, Elisabeth S.- LADY KILLER (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 
May 5- Lancaster, Bruce- BRIGHT TO THE WANDERER (Little Brown) 


Lania, Leo- TODAY WE ARE BROTHERS (Houghton Mifflin) 
Pryor, Elinor- AND NEVER YIELD (Macmillan) 


May 6- Brophy, John- IMMORTAL SERGEANT (Harper) 
Thielens, Gerrie- THE MOON LIES FAIR (Harper) 
May 7—- Hendryx, James B.- GOLD AND GUNS ON HALFADAY CREEK (Carlton House) 


May 8- Lintz & Augur- ANIMALS ARE MY HOBBY (McBride) 
McCarthy, Mary- THE COMPANY SHE KEEPS (Simon & Schuster) 


May 11+Fleury, Barbara F.- FAITH THE ROOT (Dutton) 
&//7 Ludwig, Emil- THE MEDITERRANEAN (Whittlesey House) 
Sorenson, Virginia- A LITTLE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS (Knopf) 
Thane, Eric- HIGH BORDER COUNTRY (Dueel, Sloan & Pearce) 
Werfel, Franz- THE SONG OF BERNADETTE (Viking) June Book of the Month 
Club Selection. 
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SPRING JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: pete 
PICTURE BOOKS 
Furbush, Lydia CIRCUS PARADE Macmillan 


Calliope, clowns, bareback riders, heralds, freaks, animals -- the whole 
circus parade in bright red, yellow, blue and tlack. Can be read page by page or 
the whole thing unfolded to give a panorama of the parade. Next to no text. A good 
idea, and appealing, though the author's illustrations seem over-sophisticated and 
confused. (Published) $2.00 


PICTURE-STORY BOOKS 
Jardim, Luis THE ARMADILLO AND THE MONKEY Coward McCann 


This Brazilian folktale tells of the revenge of Mr. Armadillo on Mr. 
Monkey when the latter wouldn't pay for the fence he ordered built. My reaction is 
that it's one of those stories that thrives much the best on its native soil, or at 
least with the personality of a good story-teller to give it color; the able trans- 
lation of Maria Cimino of the New York Public Library and the author's clever but’ 
eminently sophisticated drawings aren't enough to transmit the flavor. (4/20/42) . 
$1.50 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 
Chaffee, Letitia BAXTER BEAVER David McKay 


Rather inane story about little Baxter who learned that all play and no 
work makes Baxter a dull beaver. Some of the animals in this book work in offices 
and wear red nail polish. Poor mixture of animals and nonsense story. Pictures by 
Roberta Paflin. (Published) $1.00 


Proudfit, Isabel THE SEWING-BOX FAMILY David McKay 
THE PANTRY FAMILY 


Two books with very slight text about the adventures of animated kitchen 
things or sewing utensils--Sally Saucepan, Peter Percolator, etc. Pictures in color 
by Caroline Whitehead. (Put.) Each $.50 


Wells, Peter MR. TOOTWHISTLE'S INVENTION . Winston 
Comic-strip style pictures with a period air, drawn by the author in 


color and black-and-white, decorate this thin and not very funny tale about how and 
why the cowcatcher got invented. Decidedly second-rate. (4/15/42) $1.00 
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BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 6 TO 9 
Sohn, Monte ELSIE THE COW Dodd, Mead 


The original Elsie, of Hollywood and the ad pages, turns up with Elmer 
the Bull in e story about what happened when she and the other cows refused to give 
any more milk because children were leaving some in their glasses instead of drinking 
it all up to make red cheeks. Elsie's place in the children's hearts and the excel- 
lent drawings may take the curse off the too-obvious moral and the coy humor. $1.25 
(4/21) 


Hooper, John JOHNNY JUMP-UP Macmillan 


Agreeable though minor storybook with rather mannered lithographs by 
Regina Bode, about how little Johnny drove his father's horse-and-buggy to Buckport 
(Maine) to get the mail, and came back with a real live passenger, his very first, and 
on the way home had an adventure on the drawbridge. Lower brackets of this age 


group. (Published. ) $1.50 
Aldis, Dorothy CINDY ' Putnam 
- Dorothy Aldis' touch is again sure in this brief but engaging story of a 


seven-year-old tomboy whom the adored boy-playmates suddenly scorn in spite of her 
new football suit, while the "sissy" girls' games are of course scorned by her —- un- 
til a fist fight, a squirrel, and a birthday party change her mind, at least partly. 
Understanding, true--and good psychology for the worried mothers of tomboys. De- 
lightful pictures by Peggy Bacon. (4/24/42) $1.50 


Thomas, Eleanor MR. TOTTER AND THE FIVE BLACK CATS Scribner 


When Mr. Totter the bus-driver one rainy night decided to take his bus 
exploring, the result was a cat and four kittens that followed him home and were the 
cause of various adventures for him and for nine-year-old granddaughter Peggy. A 
real and pleasant city tale, much more than a cat story, with very agreeable pictures 
by Charlotte Becker. (Published) $1.50 


STORY BOOKS: 9 to 12 
Stong, Phil WAY DOWN CELLAR Dodd, Mead 


’ Marvellous tale in which three boys in a small Connecticut town drive 
the boy-despising, stony-hearted Miss Dengler and her colored cook nearly mad when 
they discover and make interesting use of the secret passage in her historic house. 
Hilariously funny, and true to small boys and American towns, as Phil Stong always 
is. The town meeting scene is a classic. Kurt Wiese's drawings are, it goes with- 
out saying, perfect for the book. (4/21) $2.00 


FACT BOOKS: 9 to 12 
Huntington, Harriet E. TUNE UP Doubleday, Doran 


* The author of Let's Go Outdoors has taken stunning photographs to illus- 
trate her simple, lucid text, surprisingly rich in content in view of its brevity. 
Percussion instruments, brass and wood, the strings, are all covered--their con- 
struction, their history, characteristics, relation to each other, place in the 
performance. The end-paper shows the arrangement of instruments in a symphony or- 
chestra. A grand"first" music book. (Junior Guild Selection) (5/1/42) $2.00 




















April 15, 1942 Juventle Supplement -200- 


Wells, Maie Lounsbury, and Fox, Dorothy BOY OF THE WOODS Dutton 


A biography of Audubon for young nature students and Bird Club members. 
It is a difficult life to write about for an audience as young as this (lower bracket 
of this age group, upper one of the group below) and on the whole the authors have 
done well, but one could wish for a more vigorous approach. Like the text, Elinor 
Blaisdell's pictures are charming but feminine. (Published) $2.00 


Pace, Mildred Mastin FRIEND OF ANIMALS: The Story of Henry Bergh Scribner 


Biography of the founder of the American Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, from his childhood through his early diplomatic career in Czarist 
Russia to his uphill fight in this country for the cause he had decided to give his 
life and fortune to, and his ultimate success, which led also to the founding of 
child welfare organizations in this country. Competent, interesting, with good illus- 
trations by Paul Brown. Introduction by the President of the A. S. P. Ce Aw Can g0 


into the next higher age group as well. (Published) $1.60 
Suckley, Margaret L., and Dalgleish, Alice THE STORY OF FALA Scribner 
* A full account of President Roosevelt's famous Scotty, written simply, 


without gush, and with a feeling for history-in-the-making that comes through the 
oblique references to current events. Splendid drawings by E. N. Fairchild, and many 
photographs, all beautifully introduced. Quite elastic as to age appeal. 


(Published) $1.75 





12 TO 15: FICTION 


Colver, Alice Ross JOAN FOSTER: FRESHMAN Dodd, Mead 


Modernized version of the familiar college tale, featuring the attractive, 
popular freshman who gets into scholastic and financial hot water till she learns to 
budget time as well as money. The college she attends is a sort of composite, I 
take it, of the Eastern women's colleges, and tne college background is authentic. 
Pure formula stuff, not up to the generally high average of recent career stories 
for girls, but freshmen-to-be-will enjoy it. This can also go into the lower brack- 


ets of the next highest age group. (5/57/42) $2.00 
IF 

Downey, Fairfax WAR HORSE Dodd, Mead 

* Grand yarn about a mare and the Texas cowboy who "joined up" just so he 


could stay with her, and about what they and the rest of their Field Artillery regi- 
ment went through in France and with the Army of Occupation in Germany in World War I. 
A little creaky in the beginning, the story soon warms up and carries on with real 
pace and vigor, striking just the right balance between sentiment and realism, with 
plenty of both. Crisp pictures by Paul Brown. Not great literature, but a good 

horse story which will appeal to older boys and girls as well, and some adults. 
(4/21/42) $2.00 


Chenoweth, Maurene FARAWAY SONG Penn 


Garth Wilder's untrained but naturally great voice (comparable to 
Schumann Heink's) going over a radio network a few weeks after she first knows she 
can sing, restores her mother’s long-lost memory and reunites a family that thought 
she had deserted them. All this in the setting of a prosperous Idaho ranch with much 
horsey atmosphere and much to-do about the family background of English nobility. 
Improbable; indigestible. (6/11/42) $2.00 
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12 TO 15: NON-FICTION 
Carr, Emily KLEE WYCK Farrar & Rinehart 


* Klee Wyck, “the Laughing One," is a Canadian painter who has set down 
these recollections of’ her childhood days some fifty years ago among the Indian vil- 
lages of the British Columbian coast, and of later days when with dog and sketchbook 
she went into wild and lonely places in search of Indian subjects. She sees and re- 
cords with the accuracy ofthe trained and sensitive artist, and the tales of old, old 
totem poles in deserted villages, of Indian cemeteries with their air-washed, sun- 
cleaned bones, the Indian friends themselves, especially the women, of the elemental- 
ness of the country, vigorous and moving, with poetry in the telling. A book that 
most older girls will love, and a book which should be introduced to some of your 
adult customers as well, for the material and the personality will interest any age. 
(Illustrations by the author.) (6/4/42) $2.50 


Hogner, Dorothy Childs and Nils THE ANIMAL BOOK Oxford 
American Mammals North of Mexico 


. A handbook for all the animals (about 170) of North America north of 

Mexico, from field mouse to whale, with over a hundred black and white drawings, 

both accurate and charming, by the authors. The arrangement is the natural one-- 

the eleven chapters covering the eleven orders, with divisions into sub-order, 

family, genus. Common names are given, as well as the scientific with their deriva- 

tions, and the thorough and interesting descriptions are careful to show the part 

the animals play in the economy of American life today. Useful appendices, complete 
ee index. A splendid book, useful to camps, schools, libraries, scout groups, and en- 

joyable pick-up reading as well. Extends into next age group and beyond. (4/16/42) 
$3.50 











